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The Friends of Presqu'ile Park is a non-profit charitable association of volunteers dedicated to 
enhancing the educational, interpretive, and scientific research programs at Presqu'ile Provincial Park. 
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The Kids are back!  
KIDS óN NATURE BOOKINGS FLOW IN 
óShould we kill all the mosquitoes ï would that be a good 

idea?ô she asked.  óNo!ô they chorused.  óWhy not?ô she 
countered é and so the first class of Grade Six children from 
Brighton Public School engaged with nature on the Boardwalk 
in a problem-solving exercise under the enthusiastic tutelage 
of Cortney Lee-Comeau (second from the right in the photo) , 
our summer Nature Interpreter.  
 

Following on the Board of Directorsô earlier decision, to 
commission Ian Shanahan to write the new Kids ón Nature 
educational program based on the International Year of 
Biodiversity and the revised Ministry of Education curriculum, 
the Board authorized a six-month contract with Cortney to 
deliver the program through the May/June and September/
October periods. 
 

The schools have been contacted by Janine McClintock, a 
former park staffer and present elementary teacher.  The 
bookings have flowed in, and in numbers far exceeding those 
achieved under the previous program.  June is completely 
booked, and reservations have been made for the fall term.  
 

In the July/August period, Cortney will be acting as a óroving 
interpreterô, reaching out to Park visitors to explain the 
significance of the environment around them and to guide 
them towards the revamped Nature Centre, the various trail 
experiences, the Nature Walks, and other attractions that will 
make touristsô time an experience and not simply a visit. 

 

In addition, Cortney will be assisting in training the Natural 
Heritage Education program interpreters and writing 
additional modules of the elementary school program in order 
to be ready for an expanded program next year.  
 

The promise made to donors and friends in the construction 
of the Boardwalk was that its primary purpose would be to 
further environmental education in a unique setting.  When 
one watches the Kids ón Nature program being delivered, it is 
clear that the promise has been kept ï in spades. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

Coming Events  
 

HISTORY WEEKEND  
July 31 and August 1  

 

MONARCHS and MIGRANTS 
WEEKEND 

September 4 and 5, from 8:30 am  
 

See inside for more details. 

Brighton Public School Grade 6 children 
ð first Kids ón Nature class                                          Photo: P Alker 
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BBQ SCHEDULE EXTENDED  
Meanwhile, the regular activities of The Friends have not been 
neglected.  A new development this year was the operation of 
the barbeque lunches at both the Waterfowl Weekend and 
the Warblers and Whimbrels Weekend.  By operating at the 
Lighthouse Interpretive Centre, they attracted an increased 
number of visitors to that centre which resulted in increased 
store sales and raffle ticket proceeds.  The BBQ Committee 
under coordination of Betty Martin -Bidner has ambitious plans 
for the rest of the summer and already has contributed 
substantial earnings to our bank account. 
 

Other fund-raising efforts under way include an application to 
a government funding source for assistance with the 
education program, a raffle for a Langford Canoe package, 
and a summer concert by the óWakami (Wailers)ô. 
 

WAKAMI at BRIGHTON COMMUNITY CENTRE ð 
AUGUST 21 (see our website for updates)  
This group is well known as having starred with several 
headline acts and has several CDôs to their credit.  It is 
composed of present and former Ontario Parks employees 
and offers a unique blend of music that often contains local 
details.  It is scheduled for the Brighton Community 
Centre on Saturday, August 21, starting at 7:30 pm .  
Stay on the alert for details as they develop.   
 

We are continuing our outreach and partnership efforts with 
agencies and organizations outside the Park on the basis that 
such work will leverage our resources and at the same time 
bring more people to the Park to enjoy this local asset.   
 

FREE SHUTTLE BUS ð EVERY SATURDAY 
We are supporting a Network Brighton initiative by providing  
volunteers and mystery guests for the Shuttle Bus that will 
bring people from the Park into town for shopping and sight -
seeing.  The bus will also be a means for Brighton residents 
to visit the Park conveniently to take in events there.  
 

APPLEFEST PARADE 
A new member, Lyle Bunn, has contributed a suggestion that 
The Friends enter a float in the Applefest Parade this year.  It 
will be another ideal way to showcase our programs and to 
attract needed volunteers to assist with our expanding 

workload.  He has formed a small committee to work on this 
proposal, so if you are interested in helping, be sure to 
contact one of our Board members (see page 8). 
 

WAR OF 1812 ð 200th ANNIVERSARY  
The 200th anniversary of the War of 1812 will take place in 
two years.  The Municipality has assigned the responsibility of 
organizing this celebration to their Community Events 
Committee. 
 

Because of the significance of this historical event to the Park, 
The Friends have offered to be part of the organizing 
committee and to lend whatever support we can.  The 
celebration will be carried out throughout the local area and 
will serve to expand our network of supporters.  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
By the time you read this issue, the Annual Meeting will be 
completed for another year.  We are pleased that Jenny Alker 
has been elected for a second term.  Her work on this 
newsletter, on our website, on membership, and on many 
other administrative details makes her invaluable.   
 

We are also pleased and excited to welcome Jennifer 
Valcamp from the Haliburton, Kawartha, Pine Ridge District 
Health Unit to our Board.  Jennifer will be a real asset in 
promoting a healthy outdoor lifestyle that will use the many 
hikes, bicycle events, and nature events as a medium for 
conveying her message.  She has already made a 
considerable contribution by encouraging and assisting us in 
a major grant application.  If successful, the educational and 
outdoor program will be greatly expanded in the coming year.   

Craig Kerr, Chair 

(Continued from page 1) 

The  Best of  Friends Cookbook is ready to go to the printers.  
Keep an eye on our website ð details of the book launch will be announced very soon.  

The Langford Canoe is now on display at the Lighthouse Interpretive Centre along with the paddles, life jackets, and a safety  
kit contributed by Ontario Parks.   We will have tickets available at many events until the middle of November.  And, you can  
also buy tickets at the Lighthouse Interpretive Centre . 
 

Ticket price: $5 each, or 3 for $10.   
 

Draw will take place at 4:00 pm, on Sunday, November 14, 2010, at the end of the Christmas at Presquôile Arts and Crafts Show. 
 

If you would like some tickets, please contact us at 613 475 1688 or e-mail us at info@friendsofpresquile.on.ca .  

Langford Canoe (and accessories) Raffle  

Friends enjoy BBQ lunch following our AGM                   Photo: J Alker 
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Presquôile is pleased to announce that 
our upcoming summer interpretive 
program will once again be interesting, 
exciting, educational, and most of all fun.  
 

Starting on June 26, and running to 
Labour Day Weekend, we will be 
offering at least two programs a day 
that will feature the unique and 
fascinating world that Presquôile Park 
protects.  Many of our programs will 
once again feature the marsh along the 
marsh boardwalk, including a childrenôs 
program, Wednesday Marsh Carts, 
and a Marsh Night Walk . 
 

As magnificent as the marsh and the 
marsh boardwalk are, we cannot forget 
the rest of the Park: bird and insect 
migration; the many and varied natural 
habitats and their inhabitants; sea life 
450 million years ago; the fascinating 
world of Ontarioôs finest tombolo 
formation; and of course the rich 
cultural heritage of the Great Lakesô and 
Presquôile Parkôs past will also be 
highlighted this summer.  
 

Whether you join a walk, go to an 
evening presentation at the 
amphitheatre, attend a childrenôs 
program (parents welcome!), or join us 
at a campfire, you are sure to have a 
good time and come away more 
knowledgeable about Ontarioôs natural 
and cultural heritage as represented 
here at Presquôile. 
 

NATURE and LIGHTHOUSE 
INTERPRETIVE CENTRES  
The Nature Centre, open daily from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm, features the many 
plants and animals that can be found at 
Presquôile.  The frog, turtle, and fish 
tanks are always a big hit with young 
and old alike.   
 

This year the Nature Centre has been 
totally redesigned based on habitat.  
Come and experience the biodiversity of 
the forest, marsh, lake, and old fields.  
The art hallway remains intact and we 
hope everyone will drop by and grace 
our halls with a crayon portrait of 
something you discovered in the Centre 
or out in the Park.  
 

The Lighthouse Interpretive Centre, 
open daily from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, 

uses state-of-the-art technologies to tell 
the story of Presquôileôs past.  Its air-
conditioned interior, incorporating the 
original lighthouse keeperôs house, is the 
perfect blend of past and present. The 
Lighthouse Centre is also the home of 
the Friends of Presquôileôs Gift Shop, 
selling both educational materials and 
quality Presquôile souvenirs. 
 

Both visitor centres are staffed by 
enthusiastic interpreters who are more 
than willing to discuss the many special 
features of Presquôile Park with you, and 
hear your stories of the Park. 
 

ARTIST IN THE PARK ï TINA 
OSBORNE 
Special Events are always a big part of 
Presquôileôs Interpretive Program and 
this year is no exception.  On ten 
Wednesdays, Tina Osborne, our Artist in 
the Park, will be in from 10:00 am until 
2:00 pm.   
 

Tina is more than willing to have visitors 
stop by and discuss art and art 
techniques, have people set up and 
paint with her, or just watch her work.  
She has a particular interest in fish and 
butterflies but all aspects of the Parkôs 
nature and landscape fascinate her and 
will be featured in her art this year.  
 

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOPS ð  
LEAH MURRAY  
As well, photographer Leah Murray will 
be back in the Park 11 times on 
Wednesdays and Fridays to run free 
digital photo workshops for our visitors.  
 

Want to get more out of your camera? 
Check out Leahôs schedule in the Park 
Tabloid or online at The Friendsô website 
(www.friendsofpresquile.on.ca ).  
 

MONARCHS AND MIGRANTS  
Labour Day weekend, September 4-5, is 
our annual Monarchs and Migrants 
Weekend, a celebration of all things that 
fly (see article on page 7). 
 

HISTORY WEEKEND and THE 

ENSS DRILL TEAM  
The big weekend of the summer has 
always been our History Weekend on 
the August Long Weekend, which this 
year is July 31 - August 1.  Evening 

programs, walks, historical fashion 
shows, music by Peter Solmes , and a 
ghost walk are all featured.  Presquôile 
has been a draw for those seeking fun 
and recreation for over 100 years and 
we celebrate that fact with a chance for 
everyone to get involved with our field 
games from a 1900s Sunday Picnic . 
 

We are particularly pleased to have the 
ENSS (East Northumberland Secondary 
School) Drill Team and friends here 
again in 2010.  A Militia Muster for 
kids on Saturday morning will be 
followed by a skirmish, complete with 
rifle fire, on Sunday at 11:00 am.   

Also look for our new sentry box and 
Changing of the Guard on the Friday 
Evening (July 30) at the Camp Office. 
 

All in all, there will be lots to see and do 
at Presquôile Park this summer and we 
hope that you will make our interpretive 
programs a part of your Presquôile Park 
tradition.  
 

Our daily programs are on a two-week 
rotation.  If you would like a weekly 
schedule of our events, please e-mail 
david.bree@ontario.ca  and ask to be 
put on our distribution list.  A pdf file will 
be sent to you every Thursday with the 
next 8 daysô events. 

David Bree, 

Natural Heritage Education Leader 

Summer Interpretive Program for 2010  

Changing of the Guard          Photo: D Bree 
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